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proceedings following a duel on her account in Paris. This was,
however, reason enough to advise the King to refuse her request.
In most cases the King was inclined to agree with the Directors,
but this dancer with the high-sounding name intrigued him.
Ludwig was as interested in Spain as in Italy. The magic and
melody of the language fascinated him and he had therefore taken
the trouble to learn it. He had read a great deal of Calderon and
he felt that it would give him great pleasure to speak to this
Spanish woman. Such considerations induced the King to institute
further inquiries about her. He learned that the dancer was a
very beautiful woman who in the course of her life had captivated
many, amongst them the celebrated pianist, Franz Liszt. It would
be most interesting to meet her.

The dancer meanwhile was depressed at the refusal of her first
petition. She had been advised to try to overcome the opposition
of the authorities by an audience with the King, that she might,
after all, obtain permission to appear at the Court Theatre. The
Senora seized eagerly upon this plan, for she was well aware of the
effect her appearance had on men. And truly, she was one of
Nature's masterpieces. Fiery, deep blue, flashing eyes, which at
times glistened as it were with untamed ardour, lit up her beauti-
fully moulded face. Her gentle brow was shaded by silky hair the
colour of ebony. There was something noble about the mouth,
though perhaps it was a little large. She had a slender snow-white
neck and a figure which compelled admiration from even the
most confirmed misogynist. In her eyes one read something of
the intelligence which lay behind them, but her heart was as
daring as it was passionate, as courageous as it was unrestrained.
She defied the laws which bound her fellow-men. She laughed at
appearances and etiquette, which must be conformed to what-
ever the real feelings. She despised piety, particularly a great
parade of it. 'I am frank/ she thought, 'and all the others are
hypocrites/ Lola Montez thought it was permissible to show her-
self as she really was. But there she made a mistake. In society
it is as important to observe the proprieties as it is to wear
clothes.

Lola Montez feverishly awaited the moment when she could
bring the oft-tested powers of her personality to bear on the King
of Bavaria. He was known throughout the world as a lover of
women. Twice she attempted in vain to obtain an audience, the
third time she was successful. The King agreed to see what this